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Tutorial 1 - An Introduction to 

Dreamweaver
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The Start Page

When you open the Dreamweaver application the Start page appears.  From this page you can open recently used files, add or modify Web sites, or create new ones.[image: image12.png]Page font:
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Main Interface Elements

The interface (means by which a user interacts with either a computer or computer program) has seven major elements.

· Title bar – displays information such as the name of the current document shown in the document window.

· Menu bar – features drop-down menus that contain related options.  

· Toolbar – allows you to select options by clicking a button.  There are three available toolbars in Dreamweaver:  Insert, Document, and Standard.  

· Document window – displays the document you are working on.

· Status Bar – provides information such as the estimated download size of the current page.

· Panel – contains tools and commands that you can use to manipulate your workspace.

· Inspector – provides information about elements of a Web page. The inspector changes, depending on what element is selected on the page.
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Creating a Basic Web Site

The name of the home page of a web site is index.html.

1. In your Documents folder, create a new folder titled Dreamweaver.
2. In the Dreamweaver folder, create a new folder titled Lessons
3. From the desktop of your computer, open the Macromedia Dreamweaver software application program.

4. On the Start page, under Create New, select Dreamweaver Site.  
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In the Site Definition dialog box, make sure the Basic tab is selected.  Under What would you like to name your site?  Key:  Dreamweaver Lessons. Click the Next button.

6. Under Do you want to work with a server technology such as ColdFusion, ASP.NET, ASP, JSP, or PHP? Choose No, I do not want to use a server technology.  Click the Next button.
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Under How do you want to work with your files during development?, click Edit local copies on my machine, then upload to server when ready (recommended).  Under Where on your computer do you want to store your files?, click the Folder icon.
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8. Locate the folder you created titled Dreamweaver, then Lessons. Click Next.

9. Under How do you connect to your remote server?, click the drop-down arrow and select None.  Click the Next button.

[image: image3.png]How do you connect to your remote server?

None 2]





10.  A summary of the settings you selected is displayed.  Click the Done button.
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Click the Done button again to close the open dialog box.  The Files panel on your screen should look similar to the example.

12.  On the Start page, Under Create New, click HTML.  Select View>Toolbars>Standard to display the Standard toolbar, if necessary.  

13.  Select Window>Insert to display the Insert toolbar, if necessary and Window>Properties to display the Properties toolbar.

14. To name your Web page, key Dreamweaver Lessons in the Title field of the Document toolbar.  This name will appear in the Web browser.
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15.  In the Properties inspector, click the Page Properties button. 


16.  In the Page Properties dialog box, click the Page font drop-down arrow.  Choose Verdana, Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif. 
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17.  In the Background color box, key: #FFFFCC.  Click OK.


18.  Choose File>Save As.  In the Save As dialog box, in the File name box, key:  index.html.  Make sure the Save in box displays the location of your root folder.  In the dialog box, click Save.
[image: image6.png]006 Save As
) == [ Lessons
@ Nework D5 _Store
Simacmosnwp | doc [F| £ €hoz "
[ choa »
[ S ls [ Examples »
@ woow = [ Hardware Devices 1
@ Turn_itin » ¥ [7] Lesson 1.doc
2 Deskiop LSLesson 1.doc
@ trudylund » | [ tvsLesson 2.doc
[ Documents »| [ tmstesson 3.doc
5§ Movies |2 ) WMstesson 4.doc |9
& Music »|v 7 LMSLesson S.doc |
3 Pictures » 0[] LMsLesson 6.doc__[n





19.  In the Files panel, select Site—Dreamweaver Lessons and right-click (ctrl click for Mac) to display the options menu.  Choose New Folder and name the folder:  images.  This folder will hold all of your Web site’s images.  Deselect the folder.  Confirm that both the index.html file and the images folder are stored in your site’s root folder.  

This lesson provides a look at the basic features of the Dreamweaver software program; toolbars, menu bars, page views, for creating a Web site using a visual editor known as WYSIWYG (pronounced Whizzy Wig) or “What You See Is What You get.   The visual editor lets you create pages that contain text, graphics, links, and multimedia elements without have to view or edit HTML code.  Many of Dreamweaver’s features are similar to other application you have used; drop-down menus and toolbars with buttons.
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