Venus

Viewing Venus

Venus, the sixth largest planet, was named for the Roman goddess of love and beauty.  Venus is Earth’s closest neighbor.  It is visible with the naked eye during daytime and nighttime.  Only two objects are brighter than Venus—the sun and the moon.

Exploring Venus

It is very difficult to explore Venus because thick white clouds block the view of its surface.  We cannot get close because the sulfuric acid clouds and the extremely high temperatures damage the spacecraft.  Between 1990-1994, the American Magellan spaceship provided much data and many images of Venus.[image: image1.png]
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